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DATE: 
February 27, 2013
TO:

IGERT Trainees

FROM:
Melina Hale, Program Director

Attached is an application for research support from the NSF/IGERT graduate training program. Please read all the instructions before completing the application form. Money from the Moto-IGERT training program may be requested to provide partial support for doctoral research and preliminary work related to the dissertation proposal. In addition, you may request funding support to present your research (talk or poster) at a scientific meeting or conference. Funding only can be provided for research or presentations that fall within the research and training foci of our IGERT training program. Award amounts vary in size, ranging from about $500 to about $2,000. We do not anticipate granting any awards over $2,000.

IGERT trainees will be awarded a maximum of one research and one meeting/conference award while they are supported as an IGERT trainee.

Grant applications are reviewed and evaluated by a members of the IGERT Executive Committee. Applications will be evaluated competitively on two occasions during the academic year. Only completed proposals turning in to darwin@uchicago.edu will be considered in that quarter.

IGERT Trainees should submit their application electronically to darwin@uchicago.edu.

The next submission deadlines for research award proposals will be April 1st and September 1st.
The submission deadline for meeting/conference attendance support is two months before departure for the meeting/conference.
In general, funds will be available for use immediately upon notification. Funds are available for a maximum of one year only, following the date of award notification. All funds must be used while the trainee is being supported by the IGERT training grant.
updated 2/27//2013
APPLICATION GUIDELINES FOR IGERT-ADMINISTERED RESEARCH & MEETING FUNDS

Grant proposals will be reviewed by members of the IGERT Executive Committee and other IGERT trainers. Review will focus on: 

· Appropriateness for IGERT funding, as described in the proposal

· Quality of research/relevance of meeting to IGERT training program

· Need for support

· Effort to obtain additional sources of support

This should be a good opportunity to practice the clear concise writing needed to successfully compete for grant funding. Although they are short, we expect proposals to be well crafted and edited.

When you submit an IGERT research or meeting proposal, include the sections outlined below and address the issues that are appropriate for your project.

· All proposals should be clearly organized and presented in concise prose.

· Proposals should not exceed two single-spaced pages, including a clear and adequately thorough budget and budget justification.

· Proposals should be printed in at least a 12 point font.

· A memo from your Advisor must accompany the application stating that no alternate research funds exist to support this research/meeting travel, and that this proposal is for research or a meeting presentation that falls within the purview of your graduate IGERT-funded research.
· A completed cover sheet. Make sure your advisor reads your proposal and sends an email stating her/his support of the proposal and adherence to this statement:

“APPROVAL BY FACULTY SPONSOR THIS PROPOSAL MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THE IGERT RESEARCH FUNDING MEMO. THE IGERT-RELATED NATURE OF THE PROJECT/MEETING PRESENTATION IS CLEAR, AND THE SCOPE AND AIMS OF THE RESEARCH/MEETING PRESENTATION ARE WELL-CONDISERED. THE FUNDS REQUESTED ARE BOTH NECESSARY AND REASONABLE FOR SUCCESSFULLY CARRYING OUT THE WORK/PRESENTATION.”

COVER PAGE (form page included for both research and meeting travel requests): Submit the cover page with basic information about the project and other potential sources of support for the research/travel. If funds are pending, write “pending” in the “Amount received” column. Put an “0” in that column if a proposal was rejected. The cover page will need to be signed by you and your advisor.

FOR RESEARCH AWARDS (including travel for field work)

1. Summarize the project for which you are requesting funds. Include preliminary data and relevant  literature as appropriate. State your objectives for the research/presentation in a clear, concise manner. The relation to the IGERT training program should be made clear.

2. Describe the need for the funds requested and how they will allow/facilitate new research.
3. Provide a detailed budget for the item(s) you are requesting. Quotes can be appended to the two page proposal. 

4. Justify each budget items specifically. 

FOR MEETING TRAVEL

*you must be the presenter to get travel money for meetings.

1. Provide the talk/poster abstract.

2. Describe the value of the meeting to your training.

3. Provide a detailed budget for the travel and other meeting related expenses. Quotes can be appended to the two-page proposal. 

4. Justify each budget items specifically (if not obvious). 

REVIEW PROCESS

Proposal reviewers will focus on the strengths of a proposal and the clarity with which Trainees describe and justify their research/presentation and its relationship to the IGERT training program. Under certain conditions, the reviewers will return a proposal to an applicant and defer its decision, usually until resubmission the next competition. Such conditions include:

· Poorly written proposals

· Proposals from Trainees who already have received research/meeting support from the IGERT training program (Trainees may receive one research and one meeting support grant during their tenure as IGERT-funded Trainees).

· Proposals for work unrelated to the research foci of the IGERT training program

· Proposals lacking budget justification

The support provided by the IGERT grant is available for a period of 12 months from the date of written notification. Equipment purchased with money from the IGERT funds remains the property of The University of Chicago and should be returned to program administration at the end of the award period (or before defending your dissertation, if they continue to be of use post-award). Your award letter will specify what equipment should be returned and an written request should be submitted when an extension beyond the award year is desired. As with the IGERT traineeship, IGERT research/travel support should be acknowledged in presentations and publications. 

As with federal and many other grants, a progress report must be submitted at the end of the award period. Delay or failure to submit the progress report will reduce your chances of receiving future awards from the IGERT grant.
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APPLICATION FOR IGERT RESEARCH/ MEETING PRESENTATION FUNDS

Date:      






Student ID:      
Name:      



Year:      
Department:      


Advisor:      
Work phone:      


Cell phone:      
Home address:      
Email address:      
Project/Presentation title:      
Presentation (if relevant):
Meeting name:      




Meeting date:      




Meeting location:      
Relation of project/presentation  to IGERT training program:      
Total funds requested:      
Requested start date:        
Have you received an IGERT grant before?    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 


No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If “YES”, provide the project/presentation title, dates, and amounts on the funding page. Describe the relationship of those funds to this project/presentation, and attach a summary of the results you obtained during the tenure of previous awards.
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APPLICATION FUNDING PAGE: SOURCES OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Please list all the grants and funds you have received for the research or travel requested here; include information on applications that are pending.
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